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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the Applicants amendment filed on May 8, 2007. Claims 
51-53 have been amended, claim 54 has been cancelled, and claims 56-64 have been 
added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 51-53 and 55, 56, 58-62, and 64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Teperet al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,815,665 (hereinafter, "Teper"). 

As to claims 51 , 58, and 64, Teper discloses a method and system for identifying 
a user using a user computer system among a group of users (abstract) comprising: 
(a) registering the user by (abstract): 

(1) obtaining for the user a member identifier (password or challenge question) 
(abstract); 

(2) after obtaining the member identifier, storing a unique 
identifier for the user on the user computer system in conjunction with the obtained 
member identifier (i.e. unique ID) (col. Line 67-col. 3, line 4); and 

(b) identifying the user by (abstract): 
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(1) soliciting from the user the member identifier of the user (i.e. challenge 
question to the user) (col. 3, lines 5-19); 

(2) receiving the member identifier of the user (i.e. user answers challenge 
question or password) (col. 3, lines 5-19); 

(3) reading from the user computer system the unique identifier stored 

in conjunction with the member identifier received (The SP site forwards the response 
message to the online Broker Site along with the user's unique ID (which the SP site 
obtains from the user computer) (col. 3, lines 19-21); and 

(4) identifying the user using the unique identifier (See col. 3, lines 19-30). 
wherein the method is practiced on behalf of a first online service (i.e. Online Brokering 
Service) (abstract); 

wherein obtaining for the user the member identifier comprises obtaining for the user a 
member identifier used by the user to identify the user to a second online service 
distinct from the first online service (i.e. service provider) (abstract). 

As to claims 52 and 59, Teper discloses wherein a plurality of users having 
the same user computer system are registered by repeating (a)(1)-(a)(2) for each of 
the plurality of users (i.e. An Online Brokering Service provides user authentication and 
billing services to allow users to anonymously and securely purchase online services 
from Service Providers (SP) sites) (abstract) 

As to claims 53 and 60, Teper discloses wherein obtaining for the user the 
member identifier comprises: 

soliciting from the user the member identifier of the user (See col. 3, lines 5-30) and 
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receiving from the user the member identifier of the user (See col. 3, lines 5-30). 

As to claims 55 and 61, Teper discloses wherein obtaining for the user the 
member identifier used by the user to identify the user to the second online service 
comprises obtaining member identifier from an operator of the second online service 
(i.e. SP site initiates a challenge-response authentication sequence) (col. 3, lines 5-19). 

As to claims 56 and 62, Teper discloses wherein the user is first authenticated to 
the first online service utilizing the member identifier, the unique identifier, and a 
password of the user (See col. 6, lines 4-13). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 57 and 63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Teper in view of Examiner's Official Notice. 

As to claims 57 and 63, Teper does not explicitly disclose wherein the unique 
identifier includes an email address. However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that 
unique identifiers are old and well known in the computer arts. Unique identifiers can be 
random character strings, user given string, or even an email address. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the Applicant's invention to 
utilize a unique identifier including the email address of the user. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office Action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§706. 07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFG 
1.136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel S. Weis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1882. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 5, Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/932,364 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 3691 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Samuel Weis 




HANI M. KAZIMI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



